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Ed 08gi che Il ,'iii ,cnir meno 
mi !lenlo. lorDI Incora di '1I1e1ri"llnl e 
lo ~gomenlo. ed il cor mi blln in ~cno. 

- Chi son? Chi fui ? che mai !llrò? - Le \lnc 
domlnde elerne, I cui De,,~t1n ri~ponde! 

L'o@gi o~c\lro non meoo del dimane. 
5illll come raClltle elltro le bre, i sponde 
del fiume che l'andar mai 1100 rilllallC. 
l'be ,'incalzano al mare onde , u onde D. 

••• 
Il ,ooello spuntò, dopo la gestaZIone di {llIa!!i mezzo ,ecolo, 

nel 19l1. 
Alcuni allni dOI)O, ritro"a!a la fede, il Vi, ehi ripre ndc\ll nn_ 

Iluictaote doma nda dando una risp osta ,erenn nell 'lIsterisco ~c
gucnle: 

Chi !on io? 
• Norbello Varenne, in Be/·Ami del l\IaUpaua llt , serhe: - l o 

ono un essere perduto, Non ho nè padre, lIè madre. Ili! {ratelli, 
Ilè moglie, nè figli, oè Dio. Non ho che il ,'elSO. 

No, io non SODO un enere perduto . 
madre non ho più, nè padre. nè frat elli ; 
ma, si. eonsorle c figlio, 
Ilo Dio! 
Per rintclletto, alllor di poe~ ja D. 

, 

Le Biblioteche britanniche nel XX secolo 

PreNO la ..,.1.. d~1 n .. ,is" COImr.l di BolnFn. il Di. cu n' c ,le i n.i'i.h 
,., .... ~"''' di Lontl •• , S,. F.a,,1!: F •• "pi •. ha parlato ~"I lem.: t.. .. 8,bl ... ,,,,,I1~ 
bri, ... ",i .. /, .. ,,~I }(\' s~ .. olo. 

L'i "'l'" rla"u , 1 ~ 1l . '·"""'.~"u . ..t, ... -~ .Ieu I ., i .-a ri .'pNli d .. 1 . i "~rn. l, i. 
bliolepo no",i ro i n ~ l r,,'. ,,,,n i· d,, ~.il. all'alte .. o; .. " .. ,Ici bibliol .... a,i. d .. ~li ", ,,. 
.l i"li. ,lr~1i ~1'", · i8Ii'li . ,Iri r;lI adini. rhr num~,,,.i h8nn n 1'8r. ~eil'"l" .lIn 
i"'l,o"n" •• · '''9"ir''' l uin,,~ ruh"rolr . 

!'ir Fr~nl F.~nri. h ~ d,' lI o d'r _~bh~n~ ;n I n~hillcr.a nnn .. ,i.,. nn .i'I~ ",a 
hih!io,r ruio, "rll" ~ •• rlln "..n'o ,lrllft l,.rol •. ; !rn 'izi fornili ,bll~ h;"';"lrrh~ 
Jono, in 1"lIi i P."' I.i. "1011,, r """ .INÌ- 1 r hibli"lrd'r per I •• ",bini .. Ir hi!.li", 
lerh ..... nl.' l i .. hr Jooo .i", il i ;n 1,,110 il P.~.~ .. d hanno la f"o lionr d , allr. r . .. 
i ,.~.ni ' .... " i l ih". di "' .. .-...~liHr , II. I .. llur. i ri"vani<.,mi. [li r".n, ... 
lib.i p ... 1. 1 .. 11",. a .t" ",ipil,n p ,I, 1' . .. 1' ...... I. ";8 aflin .. h" .Ii . d"lIi n.ioo 
i libri ron inl,· Il 'l<rn ... 1 ' '''0 drll .. I .. "li ,,' r .. h .. IHlhblir h.. a",mini" r. ' ~ d.ll .. 
D"'o.il. lo"ali ;. a"uwnl"n ,lei j5 r: d , I 1939, .. n,~nl ... ,i noI. I. 'rm" ... 
r'~'r"n'r "r ........ ;I. I,rr n'I nu ...... o m'.lio... .. "ii, tuodrmo ,Ii r,lifi .. i 
pr. ,,,hI,o,rr h .. l',,hhlirl,r. !'(IOO "ali f. lli in """'Io '·.ml'0 mi~lio .. ",rnl; 
uOI .. ,ol, n .. ll a '1nal". ,' f i ..... izi f",n i.i. Oll,,,,~ r"lI .. zi"ni ,Ii l,Io" ." .. 0 ,1" 1'0' 
nibili l'''' il l'.r<I"o • ,Inm,ril io ... ,I ;. "a'" ....... nl .. mrolr .,Iollalo un .'.1"''1. 
di •• ut"'"ff,ri .. nn r,. ~ ino , r ... l'n a"i .. " •• , .. rh,. . Im .. no "n. "opi. di o.ni 
1,10'0 ,n l:lr' " di . punlr ""bMi .. uinn ... i. di'ponib;l~ in .... rion i . larilm .... lr 
ar .. ,...,ihi'i . !'ono . 1. ' .. i" ilu il .. ' '1 .. 10 .. bihlio, .. ,.hr di ,,0'1.,, 11";"0" ,,, "u .. i 
I"". hi O'" ,I, .""Ii pn .... nnn ...... , .. inl •• ,,, ... i """ ... " .. 1.: "n·in,liruio" .. 
drWu~o eui POMO nO ~_'e , dil,; I .. 1. li h ihlio l ~eh .. ;. dal • .1.1 fallo rh .... iT("a 
1.100 1 .. 1l0.i Ir~'lu ~ "I.n" o.ni lio.o" I. """u I.ibli"' ...... ,Ii f .. n."huionr n .. 1 
Di.lr,.110 di 1I0Ih ... n. Il,hl,o' .. r l, ~ I,,,hb"r"~ ,Ii fn"_" II .. io,, .. hanno .nd,r ini . 
• i •• o in'I'" , t8n.i .i., .. ",i d, ro ll . l",u"onr " ... "nali a,1 ••• i'l~rt imo ...... 1" ... li . 
.. nn""f'T(" io l i ~,I ind" 'I .i. l;' allo ,..nl'0 ,Ii " • .,Irui, ... 1 m ••• imo ,Idi .. informa. 
~;oni "om",r.riu l , .. I~ .. "irh .. _ " oli .. i"'l'.r'" iml"'lri.]; PO"r~.ono I .. ".op,i., 
hihliolrr lw .. I .. I"ol"i .. 'n",,,i ,Ii inlom'uiun .. eh ...... robooo lr nnli.i,· ulili 
.i p'0l',i '''Ol,i ""m,"rrt-i.h .. d in<l".tri.li. 

l'rr qua",,, ri_"Drol" I .. "ni , .... i,. h ... nnlin",, ' n !'i. Fronl!: F.aori. 
~.a,,,1i 1""I1 . .... i ~on" 'I~ti ruui ,I"roo'" ~Ii " lI imi an"i . t...,ndo ~ul i .. n'lmil; 
nuo,i NI,fopi ,In R, l i!.i., •• hil.liol .. ,.I, .. ; ",,,I.i .hri ." .. " aU""I",pn,~ in .. o_lr". 
7;On .. n ;'1 l'ro'pa.,,,i,,n ... Oprrr "Iili 8 ~1 " ,I .. nli u .. i, ..... iI8.i .• i. l'H . ""Ii 
'l'f'fin l iURCi .. hr di .. "II",. ~rn .. . ulr .• -.. nlron<) f".n ilr '" b,~ ..... Ia . ~ 'l'niali 
l,i"lio1l ,' .. h .. ,Ii f" ,·"It. ,·en.o"o .. r ... ' " I,r r 10" ..... ,,,li t l'~ r .. oloro .. h ~ ,I ... i.lf.o"o 
· "Iunln"di, .. i I" ." ~""I , ~ .. on,pio"o la,"o.i ,Ii Tit .. , .... 

Su l l,i""" nuin .. al ... ~ i ~ 'a"" o p.edi'pon .. ,,,I,, pioni l''' ' l. "0-I n,zio" .. d, 
"" n"o,-" .. "di,' i.l l"" la B,bliulr<"D d .. 1 Il,,,.I, ", .. ~'''". I 'a li"., .. ~,I~f"-;,, 
drl n,,' isl, Iilur"",. inFlui. h .. l,i" ,I, .... nlo . oni. e nonO'lanl .. Ir ••• ",n'" 
,. Ir ", ,,d,li .. h .. """ ,h ' I""''' d, ' l,n'" ",fI,r, .. nl" pH f<l '"'''' .1 Il,,1,1.1,,."0 
. tI"~"ali "'n i ~;" Il ""'''O .. d,li .. i" "" I,i 'N' '0110 lo .' .... 0 ' filo I .. "'"0"': 
Uh., SII"'I" " . '\hn",,·,iU,. I ''' . i !'1. ,,,,,.1i .. ""n,,~nlli o .i .. nl ali . !""O'I'" .. 
DiR'~" i . I" "uO ... a 1'0 •• il .. l .. ru .. "rt ., 1"1I0ti ..,,, iII ... o .. . . li p 'l''''-;''''u~, 
in una M' ti .. di .. I .. di I .. u".a f' di ...,nln di sen"ioio af""'. ' .m~"If' eoo.d,o.". 
\, ..... "d, ... t,ui" ,tI .. ~u.l" l'f' •• 11 .. ,,,· ,h .. "I0" .. on .... ,"" • • h.i M' .. · .. i r h .. . 
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Ladir~ IInd Ge ntlemtO, 

11 i, a mllt!rr o( "rral regrel Ihat OD III) fir"t lÌ.i~ lo lIolOIl"1l 
I oho\lltl hale lo .. pe;k lo }OU in ElIl;li ~h : ImI this I ~. ~O\llI>I I II.n/t 
I b~1 1 t'lU liol do all~ Illing aho u t, and I mUSI a poloj:l~c. I \'o 1 .. 11 

I eOll ld ~peak in Italian. . .. 
.\0" "haI I 1111\ 1' Lecn aoketl lo lalk . (d ~o\l l .II ~ •• ' '\l'\11I1j: h 

Rriti_h Li l lrarie~ al Ihe p reocnt li me. TIII,. I •• hffl (" lIlt , b~'{'II II~c 
therl' i3 liulr tilllc lo dClei op Ihr idt'lI~ ll1nl I .Iw.u ltl I!k(' .1 11 
dc\doIJ ; and a. I ~lIollld like to 8110\'0 )OU some 8hd l'., ~I ,\'0111 
a .. ain hl' diffi r lil i l o tlelole ao lI1urh tllne II~ I " Iooulll Ill~ lo 

tI~r .uhJerl. Whal I \'oant lo tlo i~ IO .. ho", bridl} I~().\<o 11I0dl'rn 
idea_ in Ihe fi l'l d or librari ln~IIIJl hll"e " t'f"TI e"\"l' lllphr lrtl !Il Ihc 
\\"orl o r rerlain 1\ Iles o( li!Jrary io the Unilt"d Kiuf\tlom. III t he I II~t 
Il.enl) or thirt~ ;ear~. aDd especiall) s i DCI' Ihe e nd ?( tlle lUI \'oST, 
tlll'rt' h.~ !Jetn a !l'real de \l'lojl me nt in Ihe conrf" l'l lo n o( 111('. pllrl 

Ihat a librariao ean play in Ihe commnoilY. bOlh (rom thr p01ll1 or 
\i l''' o f recreation IInd le i5ure ocruJlalion. a nd frOlli l''al of Ille pro
\i.ion o( informalion lo l)eo Jlle i n ioduolr) , rom merrr. IInd a.rll' 
deluir !ife. '0'0\'0 ada) the librllT)' is looled uJlon u pl.) .n~ /I \ Ilal 
and f" otrJ:e lic role in Ihe Ii(e or IIII! commllllil) al ali le,d:. It I .. • 
come oul inlo 1111': marlet piace. -o lO s pelil. IO pia) a Tl arlnc l'arI, 
in$lrati of be ing ~impl)' a pa._il e io_liluli oll Ihlll •• lI-tflll onl~ 
",1.rn -omeone is aCluallr makiog use o( il. 

l \'oanl lo resen'e a specia l pari o[ m)" lalt.. , al Ihr rlld . for tlle 
Brili-h \lu§I':um. parl ly beca u c I Ihink il .... ill inl eTt" 1 )ou a~ a o 
in_tilulion and parli) becau~e Ihere are p ian! for il ! de\rlopmelll 
.. hirh, I hOJlc, \'o iII enable il lo do \'oh.llla, Lcc ll tlone i n lIl a ll > ol lll' r 
kiod o f librar> in Bri l aill; prepa rI' a nd ellnip it.self lo meet Ihe 
ne" dr mand;; made o( a lIlode rn libra ry. 

I ~hould lik c lO begill by lalking for a momenl IIhollt " ha i arI' 
rallrd _ sperial lib ra rie! n: l do Il li! beellu,,"c l''esc l i I J r arit,~, \. hirh 
are Il ler) rece lll rrealion , li re p i"'ola l examplc8 o{ Ihc '~' Ile" Ilt'll" 
lopllu'nt •. " ore Iha ll a ny oi ller ki ud of lihraT) , t l1(') hll lr _hol.n 
t llll a librar)" ca o Il la)" Il le ry im porlllllt pllrl in thc \\oTl IIf it ~ 
u~er·. 

"Jl{'eial librarie~ rame inlO hci np: lo fili a pll rl iruhlr III,t', I : 
Ihe net'd . feh h) ~cicnli'l'. lechnolo/l;i~t! BIIII II periali'h o( ali lin,I-. 
for fluirk arre~ IO lile ralllre or \alue IO tI,,' m in I hriT rr~earchr·, 
Ihtir bu;;ine_'"e~ and crafl!. Unlike Ihe l ihTIlt) lI_cr .. iii. \'01.0111 \le 
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.re t ra d ili onall) fllllliliar, Ihe r eo"l .. w110 lise special librari .. , are 
a n \':iou:!I for in forlll8tiOIl . alld "ani il IllIil'kly; [lIey ofl en .. ani acce, 
lo i n formatioll .. !li cl! they lIo 1101 !,;now eJ{i!t~ IlUl .. lli .. 1I IlI l'y 
e"peci liu' librar) IO pro, iii .. for them . Now il need! onl) li momentO! 

1II0IIgili lo reali:te Ihal Ihi! i~ aD eUlirely diHnen! idea from 1111' 
idea .. i\ 1I 'l'laici, "l' IIfe\\' 1111 . Ihal Il libruy is Il big colleel iDIi o( 
books al 1111.' d i~ l'o ~ al or pcople lo lI~e es Ihe) .. i~1.. Tlle ~recial 
librarian or 10.1.111 ) is no lon/[er ~iml)l) lite cuo'odian or tlH' bonk,; 
hl' IIIU~t sllppl ~ alld eH.'n IIl1licipule Ihe nced! ol hi! public. Hl' mUSI 
ghc thcm "lIMI IIH') ... an l bero rl' Ihe) I,;no,", wl'al they .. anI them. 
aeh .. " BIllI I find dd. one or ,11 t' 11100 ' ~Ij mul a lin l( idea~ lo 11IIIe 
come np in 1111' ric hl or Iibra rill n ~ I I;1l Ilurin~ Ihe I~" I IWl"ul} )eBr', 
Tile jol! or Ihe librllrian 11115 d lll ll @;l" d 0\11 o f ali rl"l"ognilion. 

Now I I> a nl lo silo ... - r alhc r ~utllma ril y. l 'm afra id ho .. 
librllries lire lIH't'li n~ Ih i, pllr t ieu lM r I)pt" of ehllllcngt' in IIH." Uniled 
h.in,ttlolli. I .11111 1 (l i~l"u., fir_' or ali II I!" puhlir l ibrarit"". Lc. Ihoot 
rlnan cl,d ~IH I eunlrollt'd h) lorlll ~Ill h o r il i t"~. Tlu') are ll rilll ar il y 
in tt- nlll'(1 fur It'i~u r(' n'llll in1t, 1)0 111 re("realional IInd in~l ruelion a l : 
tIIC\' IIrt' inl ('mlctl for ali rla~-t~ of Ihl' I"ommllnily, 111111 IIIC) arc 
!ull'I'Ort ctl h~ ltlll"l lt •• r~ of Ihl' romrnnnily IIlTongh loeal lul'"o. Tlle-e 
librarit" urt' jll_1 Ol('r a 1II1II(Irl'd }l'aro old. In Ihe middll'" of Ille 
uinl'lCtnll1 l't'nlun. " III' n Ihl'"T{' "II~ Il grl'"al dnl o( agitalioo (or Ihc • 
crealion of p llillil" li lmlrir • . il \<011' ohI' o oaitl Ihlll thc Uoilrd Kiop;' 
d o ni rOlllllaTt,(1 ,,'r, IIl1hlourahl~ "ilh othcr rounlrie' in FnTOIJl'" 
in Illi~ rt" IH'1"1. 011 Iht Conli lll"lIl Ill('rt "'I"rl'" fint 10"0 libraril"_ \<oil ll 
tradiliono floinJ!" ha l"l. iII lI1an~ ra~t"~ _e\'rra l hllndrrd )rar'. alld Ih l;"'n' 
"crI' r"\("t,III'nl IIl1i\('r_il) librarie_. I n EII~land Ihl"rl'" "erI" H'ry (1"\'0 
librari r. o( Ihi ~ lilld . HIII _inrt' tlll' Pllhlie lihrar;l'"S \'ot'rt' ·tarlrd 
100 ~ra r .. a~o. III(' _rni"t ha. dClrloped rrmaTklb l ~. 11111 lIIOIIF" 
nOI ali l)aTI- of 11l t' rOll nln art" l'quali)" \'orli pro.idl'd \'oith Iihrary 
8cnirc~. I " t'T{' i~ no dOIlIlI ' IIholll Ihc tlllalil, of thl'" ~rT\irl'" Ih al iJ 
offered. 

TI, l'" lendinl( lihrarirc ainl al pro\idiog ali Ihe boo~, Illal .l llc 
8H!rIl I(C Jll'r:.on l'ali ('"\ Jlerl lo Tl'"lId in hi ~ IlOtnllll terrcatlOnal lime. 
But the r(' i8 II I-o a u c"\len_ilr ",_Ie m o f inleT.li hrarl lendinl; allli il 
i ~ pt)~ ~i hl (, lo hOTTO" , Il lTllUll l1 ~"{, '8 loral librar). a hook from ~n} 
public IihraT) in tlll'" rOlllllr,. Thi. ('o.opera t ile ~~~t~nl o.f lelldlTlg 
i8 rOlllpTt'llrll.ilr and .. ori •• It'r~ "l' II . Thl' IllIblll' IIbraTlI"< n~\'o~' 
da )8 prOlid \' t'ooll rt,r~·rt'nr t' roonl ~, nlJ[~ iu sO llle clI.e~ Ihc) 11111'1' m d •• 
\'i d uul ~ t",1 1 room ,~ too. '1011\ librllTlcc ulso IHOI.dl' I,i: raUl ophone 
recorlls o n i'lllll , limi ~() III {' hn ~.' hllilt IIp Il picture loall 'rn ice, h)" 
whicll 'lIemlll'r< o r tlll' pllbli(' rll1\ lIorro" \\orklli or ar.' •• orlrn I~)" 
101'81 a rl i.t~. f"r 1'0" .. id('r1lhl(' Ill' riOlI~ of tinu'. " an)' !Jnll.h II\~h"c 
l ibtllrirs alco po ... rcs Ilootl lorlll rol lerlio ns, \'o ilh hook ••. pTlnt., 
IUIIIIII«(' r ;pl. ('(l'. illll.trlllin,: thl' IOrlllil) io .. hirl! Il'e) ar~ 81lualed. 
In Birminl(ham. for "\llIlIpll', II\l're; onl'" o( the .. orld .. greal""1 
~hak.e'lleari' ro llrt,tion'. 
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50 mc publie libraric~ Ila\c al,o laken In aelilc parI in IlrOII' 
din~ infoTmalion fOT IDeaI indu"lry. In S I.eUicld, for l'XIIIII"lc, 
"hi('h i~ Ilu' ('cnlre or IIlc Engli .. h _ll'tI indll~lr~, 11lI'rc'~ Il !l'r} fillc 
librari ,Ic\oled IO Illt~ iroo lIod ~ICel indu_ln, IInd Illl' lihraric. in 
111f~ n~i,hbouThood arc organi'e,1 inlo a sorI ';r eo·operalhl' ~d.cme. 
wherl'b, .lIllIeir re_OUfce. are pooled. Similarl", in 111} 1101111' 1(>\111 
of Lill.'fJIOOI. Illere i. Il Icr} fine eommercial lihrllr~ $c fli('e Illal 
prol id c- ,liredorie~ allli ptriodical~ from 111 l'arI. of Iile \I orld ro r 
Il.1' bendil or !I.e ~ 1. iIIJlinJl: Ind eommerec of IIlc cil~. 

\~ , .aid. Ih(' "ublic ]ibrarie~ \lcre ~ I arl("" jU'1 nl("f o .. cnhlry 
allo. ami il follo .. Illal lIIall> of Ille hulldill~' in "llidl Ilw) "ere 
I1 0II<ed are 110" Olll or dale. and .inee Ihe \llIr, 1111111 ) or Illl' I1l1blic 
librarie. hu\e I,een preparing allli de<iJ.!nillg 11(''' Iluililinfl." Moreo. 
\Cf, man)" huilding ... ("re dc.lro)ell b) bombill!' dllring II Il' 111.1 ,,"r. 

, ''c hroU fChl _ome slideo il]Il_lr litin/!' 1 .. 0 Jlllhlic lihrnri("~, TI.e 
fir .. 1 i~ Il LoIIIIOI1 librur)'. Sil ulIlcd in lhc Borollfl.h or lI olborn, \I hidl 
i. 1111" horOllf!.11 in "lliell Ihe Brili ._ h "11_1'11111 i~ 101'0ted, TllOuf!,11 il 
lIIay 'ec m 'I ron~e for IIle Librari a n of Ihe Urili~11 MII-('1I111 lo II_e o 
puhlic lillrllr~. I do in fa el go lO 111(" 1I 0111Orn li!lroQ fur _01111" III 
lt'a'l or IU) lei'ure readinll' Ao )011 't'e. Ihe hllildinj\; i up.lo.doIC 
Ind eUeelhe. \lil1101I1 heing in ali) \III} Cxlro\IIfl.",.1 in ih d ... iJ.!ll. 
The tnlranee io altraelil'e, will. a ~18! parlilion IInd o littl l' /t.rdeo 
in-ideo \11 Ihe IlOol~ are or eOllr!1.' freelv .l'cl' .... ilole, IIIHI l''ne'! 
1,lenl) of room for 1lI0\emenl in ... ide. TIJI" rl'f"ft'nl't" room III_o ha. 
"lel1l) o f cr.ee for il-" reader<: Ihi_. incidl'nl.Il} , i on(" or 1111' lihra. 
l'le Ih.1 pn .. e~. indi\idual Slud} roOIll_. TI1Ì~ librllf\ aho le nds 
Iliflur/': lO Ihe in ll.hil.nl' of Iile horolljl:h. Bn,1 her{' Il;e} 11ft' IHrng 
for lir .. in,l!. in a plea.anl rolllll .. ilh fomforlllhll' {'II_I flillir ... Ilere 
)ou 'l'e I furllu'r dt"lelopmenl: 011 Ihe 101) floo r or Ihi.· ,mhlif lilorary 
IhC'fC i •• hall liutI can be lI·ed for leelllre . j!'romnpllfHIl' TI'filale, 
mt't'11Il1! ' 1llI'o lrical_ elc, Il i. IIl11ilallll' In <neil'lij'. a. H'n t'llt'ap 
ralc· , This librar} !eems In me lo mt'el \ery "cII Illc \lIrio;l. lIec,1! 
or 1111,' eommUnil}-. 

Nn .. tllere is one o lhe r imporlanl de\elopl11cnl , .;; llOllld like 
lo sllO" } 011., wli ieh again s ho .. $ Il'e "ublie l ibrurr jtoin,: oul inlO 
lile (,o~"nllnl~) lo meel Ihe eomll1tlltil}"! need., Tllio i. Il projl'el 
for a I.hrar)' In a cro ... ded arell in Ihe l'cnlre or Lnntlnn in a 111~lritl 
l'Blled Ille Borollgil or SI, Pllnetao, Tlli, di~tril'l \III. 11 l'~ if!.nl'll hy 
one or IIH' rOUlOIIll Brilis!' are!lileel. of 1111' ellrl} ninl'll'enll, ('en. 
tur,y, 10"n Null, as a middle'flu' r{' .i d l'nlial locu lil}. IIIHI il "a~ 
hudl hel" een 1830 aDd 1838, It .. " hodl) homhcll dllrinfl. 1111 ' \llIr. 
RII~ had al~o Imrrcred fro rn lI ejl:I(,,1"1 helore 1111' "lIr, Il i~ 110 .. IwillM: 
'Iulle rl'·11I1I1t aod ... ill be vi rtu al h allI''' 10"n Vollt'n il i~ fompll'h"I, 
Tll,e a~ea is designed II! Il !erie' ~r 8e ll8rlll .. uniI". IInd cal'I. or IIH'-e 
uniI ~'IO be buih rOllnd a ~flullre .. illl no ael'e'~ ror \l'hiel,.~ o r 
Bny kUld. And il is alco Illanned lO l'ilI 5110po, rl·'llIuralll~. Il po~l. 
oUiee lod 0111C'f publie serl'iees on Ihe 5ili' . inellldin!f Il libnry; 
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IhuB IIH! people II'ho Iile iII llie flat.!! will hal'e Ille books lileralJy 
on Iileir dOOrBlep. 

Thc lil,rar} eon.i,ls or a lending library Voilh 1 lImall colle. 
~!ion o! 80me .ICII Il!ou~a nd Look., and a reading'roolll ror adult~. 
Illere IS Il elllidren a I~"rllr) , !llIped like a penla~on IO makc il 
more inlercOling for dllidren. alld Il.ey can nOI ollly horroll' bookJ 
a nd rcad Illcm on Ihe Spol. ImI Illc} "iII ha ... e a e ilildreo's liilra. 
r ia n lo adIi_c Ihem , IIlId Iile} "iII III-o be ahle lo do Ihcir 5ehool 
IlOlII c .. orl tlle re. "oreoler, iII Ille c,("ning Ihe boolsllehe5 in Ihc 
chilJrcn's lihrur} clln Le 1110led a\lay aod Ihe rOOIll u~ed 85 a 
meeling.hllll for Ihe inllMhilallts or Ihe diSlriel, 

l'lIrlllll'i to Illl' Ileltlopmelll or Ihe ellildrt'n '~ li"rllrie~ i. Ihe 
gfO .. lh or _1'1.001 l i!Jrllrie~, Tht, 0111 pllhli t ,;cllOol~ ha\1" al .. a}~ II1VI 
librarie! Ii]..e this olle (- lide) 01 S llTe .. shury Vohidl ~OC9 h~ck lo dl e 
Si:xlt'clllh l'I' lIll1r} "In·n. n )011 ('un H'C. oome or Ih(" book! .. ('re 
dlllhwd to 111l' ~ h l' ''('~ IIl1d .. illl tlll: frOllts ou l .. arll., 

III tlll' l i!!111 or Il)(' W"1I1 ell"clllionlll de\elopmenl5 thal hll\ e 
lak"11 p lll l'l" in II I(' l nih' tI h.inJ.!.Jo,", Iht' problem ha_ bel'n ho" lo 
Irall~llIle "hrll ri\·~ of I ll i~ lilili in lo 1II0d .. rn lerm_, \1111 o r 1'01or~e 
il i~ Il H' r) h anl Ihil1!f In dn, and il ha. laken '0111(' timc IO f("alioe 
Ihal III{' Jlrobll'lJl i~ II1nrf" thall 0 111' or l1It're Irlln_llllion, 

TIH' IIni\l' r_ilie~ in ~rt'ul IIrilaill Ila\e bcen Jlul illln a ,Iiffi. 
eult Jlrt,{l jfallll'lIl h('l'all_l' Ih{'rt' Ila~ l'l'l'II ~ueh an enormou. incrca~e 
in 1111' 1lUlI1lwr~ or IIU'ir ~11"I('nl~, \l"lu"rf'U in Ille nineleen.lhirlie. 
il \l1I~ normol fur Ih(' unilf'r"ili.·~ or Li\t'rpool. "anehe_l('r. Shef. 
fi el" IInJ ~o on lo IlaH' ohnlll 2000 _Imlt'nt_, Il.e a,eraFe lIull1hf'r 
a l Ille II1OIIIl'1l1 i, 5()()0 111,,1 plon .. are IlCillF made lo pro\ide ror IIhOll1 
7000. Thi. 111,'1111. Iilill lihrnn 1I('('nnuuodaliOIl i. far 100 _mali. !luI 
Ih C' il11f10rlallf(' of IIl1i\er.il~ ·liLrari .. _ i. ilO" hl'illg resli'l't! in CreaI 
Hrilain , It hn" hl'l'll _nid 111111 )011 cali !falllH' Ihe ,u('ef'-' nr a IIl1i· 
I l" r. i l~ h} Ihe rlulI]il~ or il_ lillrar), \. ali indiCillion of Ihl" lime 
and 111011") _pt'nl 0/1 mO,Il"Tlli_llI~ lihrari('. in Ihe unÌl ("r_ili(' •. I ('1111 
8ft} 111111 l"'" l il>rnri,'_ 11l1\{' rel'l'nll~ h"l'lI built. o r lire Ill·i ll!!" buill. 
01 \lal)(' lIe_ll'r, S llI"ffidd, lIirmin~h8n. Hl'nding. Sou ll18 mplon. S .. al1· 
ca, \orlh Slnrfonl_llir<" E'.'h' r, \Olliujl:hlllll IIl1d Newea.tll'. Vo ll ill' 

Jllall~ 11 ft· iII pr"parn li ol1 for '11''' IllIilll ing_ al Cla./t'oll', Edinhl1rlfh. 
Lel·d~ . Li\('r l'ool HIUI 1.01,,1 011. noI IO men lioll Ihl' lihrary hllildillll
io III(" III'" IIni,, ·r. i lil'~, "lnl1l1l'd i .. Brill-IIIOI1. )or].. and \'or .. idI, 
Thl" IIl1il\'r~ il } li h rn ri('. h"Il' Ilieir 0"11 "i _li nci ." IIere or lIeti\il} 
...!.iell is Il,(, uI' nlJ,'mil', IllIt t "C ) hU le iII re('f'll1 }eilU 1I("l'n rl'ud} lo 
Ilul Il '''ir o""0I'",'i((1 {'ol1,·elion. al 1111; Ji'po-1I1 of _p("eiali.t. oul_i,11' 
Ille ul1i\f'r~ill, Anrl in 1111 ('II_l', IIH' uniler-ily lihrllrie~ 1I11\l' ('lIle· 
l'cd illto od ll:m('~ nf 10l'al cO'0I'(' r lilioll lil(' 111(' o n(" I l11l'nliolled Hl 
Sheffil·lll, ,, 11I' r\' tlll' uniln-ill Iillrury 11\,1110 In Ilro\iJ{' hool~ BI1II 
iliforllllltioli for il1lll1~IT\', . 

h )011 .. iII ~I'(' (:Iill.,), 1111' ~III'Hi('ld IIni\('r~ih lihrlln ~JUil. 
dinl!: 1I11lrk~ a rll llil'1I1 (lel'Brlllrl' frllm pre\io". l'rllfli('<, .r She!· 
nehl : 11l(' UI'I'l'Il1 i~ Il'' lil!lll,,('~; or _ITlu'tun'. ea"C or 111'1'(" •. and laek 
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o{ • {u •. Thc (ealllres Ihal are CO IIIWOO IO Ill e ne .... un i\c r~ily 
librarie~ are : I) calalogue.s placed in a centra i hall ; 2) ~pc('ial 
moUJ, (or bibliogra phical coo,ullali oo; alld 3) con~i d erahll' dl'ce n. 
Inh.alioll. Creai imporla ocr i~ anached lo IlIc ~UJlp l ~ or currenl 
IH'riodical~. Uirmiogham ba~ an e,;ccplionllll) good coll('('lion. "illl 
H.ono cu rrl'nl periodical~ in Ibe ru ding'Too m. 

The prohlem or prol iding enou211 .,Iaee in I lhraril" I_ p:ro\\ in~ 
hifllteT ~Nr IJ~ )ea r. aod l do noI kno\\ ho\\ il \\ iII h(' ·oln·d. liul 
I reel Ihal Ihe ~ro\\ III or I;bra rie~ .hOllld hc 1'01111(.111'(1: aTHI Ihi 
i, ea.ier 110\\ Ihan il ha~ !Jeen in l l1c pa~l. lJ('cau~(' m"drrn IIwal15 
or rl'produclion mah' il po.<.illll' ro r anIone. IIn~" I H·rl·. In hllll' 
IIlmo.l an)" bool.. 011 hiq 01111 IlIble al ali} lilll(' .. \1111 Ihi~ of cour·e 
i, one rea,oll \.11) Iile re i ~ ilO looger Ill c ~amt' nl'C(\ II~ Ilwr(' \\!I.$ 

for eolll"('lioll~ lO be seI up in a grell l IllIlIIbl't of _l'pa rall' plal't·~. The 
e('onom i(' ~ idl' of "I C p:ro\\lh or librnri('s i ~ nlo~1 imporlunl IIl1d 
Iroubl('''ome. und 1IIIiok lhlll Ihi~ lIo rl o( ('onl rol \\oul,1 1)(' po.~ihl e 
i{ Il)(, nalional l ibrary i ~ le!,1 a~ (,olllp rclu:n~hc II~ ]lo •• ihll'. 

Thi~ br i n f!~ lIIe lo OUT 1I111iollal lihrary, " H' Bril i~h \lu~eulII , 
\\ hich i~ 110\\ prl'paring lo adllPI il.d{ lo Ihe lIOft or 'l'TI icn Ihal 
J IIl1le bee n de.c rib in!\,. The Brili~h \lu ~eum i!J ju~1 olt'r 1\\0 hun· 
dred yellr old: .bc huilding it ol'ellpic~ IIt presenl i~ 1II0r(' ,hall Il 
crnlur) old. IInd il hh rou lld il ler) difficult lO adju~1 i\;O('1{ lo 
Ihe If pe or Icli,<e l i braria n~hip I hal e lIIe oli oned. The oalional 
Iibru) hall 1"'0 purpo'e : I) lo pre~eT\·c lileral\lre, ami 2) lo en_IIre 
Ihll ,,'1111 i!J pre-ened i~ IIIlde rea dil,- IIlailablc lo Ilu' JleoJlIf' \\ho 
\\anl lo u~e il. The bip:ger Ihe librar". lIu' more difficIIl1 il i~ IO 
find ("II~il)' "ha. yOIl "anI. It i~ imperalile 1111' Ih (' !.i,!: lihrarie! 
ad Opi meuure.. of de('enlrali'alioo. Tlli ~. l 1I0pl'. \\e shall do iII Ihe 
new bu ildilllt .. llich i~ heing plllnoed . 

A rew alides "iII aho\\ )'OU Ille p:ro"lh of Ille pre.('1I1 huilding. 
A5 you L;1I0"', Ille Bri li~h i\luseum i5 bOlh Il lIlu'eum lIod • li"rllr)'. 
It orilt iolled in Ille CO lle('lion of a \\("II1I 11Y IIlid ra~hionahlr cill:h· 
lee nth .ceDlllr)' London doclor. Si r H ll n ~ Slol ne, "ho ama"cd Il Il:ry 
impre<.ile library of book! and prinl ~, I<olumell of driNI p l ll n l,~. 
anl.iquili t'l - Greek, Romao, all d en: n Ep:yp. ill n ,ami il i, 
0"'1011: lo .he vaSI range of hi~ inle re<11 Ihl! llie Brili . h \lu'I'lIm i, 
.. ha. i. il lo.day. 

The lire cnl hllildin/: ili abOU I 150 )eaT5 ol.! : tll e 1'0nl('lIl' \\rre 
rnflled from IIl1'ir ori,ioJlI I)rcmi~c. 1\ lIen' nl l·l'nl h .('rn'uT\' 111l11l1iZO 

"d" ' , CII f' onla~lc HoulIe. No Ifrcal prohlt' mll of 111'1'1'111111)/111111;011 \\/'Te 
rllf'oullltr('d UII.i l .hr hCjl:ill nin J.: of .h(' .. inell·l'l1,h 1'(,lIll1r). ,,1'('11, 
on Ih(' dea'h or Georj!:(' III. hi. liIl ra r) \\11' oHrrl'd lo .1", Hrili",1 
" fu_tum. aod I<'quired iII 1823. Il eoo~i~ll'll or 60.000 InlunI"" \\ hi(· ll 
cou ld 1101 po •• ibl) bI" llOu_ed ili Ill e olù Imn,lin/:. \ IIt·\\ cdifice 
wa .hf'rf' fore pul up io nf'o.Cllluical a\lll'. \. il~ nUI'I('u~ "a~ Il hip: 
room I!r ilEnf'd lO IcrnllHIlolla lr 1111' h.in~·l' liI.ror) IIIHI nnlhinl!' (' Ioe. 
A ('o rlll f' ''l' prOlided for 0llrn.air co nH'r II l ioll amollj!: Ihf' li.ilnr •. 
The hUildio, i \6,). ' I , , '" I " , "elert In orlll. li nI 1'111\" 111 " rOllm tlr nlOI" 
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f, calion or cxpan~ion. Tll is heclme a pressing problelll .ftf'T Ihe 
greale~1 e,.elll in Iht' lIlu~cllm·._ ! ife: Ihe apJlointrnenl lo Iile library 
of IIn It alian, la.cr 1.110 \\11 a~ Sir AOlhon} Panini. Ile relolulioni. 
. ed Iile orglllliolllioli or Ihe mu~elllll and iliade il inlo I moderll 
in~lilulion. Il e delermined lO enforce ril!id ob'l'flluce o( Il.e e\i. 
sli ng COP) righi la", . \\herchy Ilrili~1t l'ubli-helS \\l'fr reqllired lo 
sc nd lO 111t~ m\l~ellm cOJlic~ or alI Drili_h publicaliono. Enorlllon_ l'ro. 
blems of ~loTlge re~lIl~cd.; tll c~e .. ere ~o"e~1 b~ Panini b) Il.ili~il1g 
Ihe lt:a rd C~1 of I~IC bll:~dlllg, IInd cOD.~l rllcling Ille famOIl! n'a,ling
room. fnll'i lled III 18.)/. 115 SU{'cc,' U proled b) Ihe rlcl .hol il 
i- 51ill Il ~oi n :.: I·OIlI·c rn. 

Un forlu nalcly tlll" relidiop;.roOlIl , Ihollgh a ,cr} effecl Ìl(' ,1m. 
clurc, ili li) il! naluTi' inCllpllhl,· or lIIodificol iOIl or ('xpall"ion. \nd 
80 Ih(' librar)'s IIc.ile funcliol1 Ihf' IIJlproach I lII ('nliOlied 
beforl' i.'! impvuib le. Pllniu;i'! iroll book·.lat·ks haI e been rcpla. 
l'ed ' 0 tlIak(' a litt le mOTI' l'pal'e buI 1101 illudI. 

The llIu ~cum "II! dll llllli!"l'd in Ihe \\a r ; il l0"" aboliI l ~ mil. 
liotl hools Illroll/! h fir(' II nd \\11~ hi. by bOlllb~ 5 .illl<'5. 

Afler Ille \\ar. Ilu' ne .. LO'Hlon flla n pro\idl'(\ Ior exll'lI.ioli or 
Ille mu<eum 's l i l lrllr~ pr,'m;,e~: Il,(' rine lIeo·Clauical IIrdlileclllre 
\\ iII l,e di ~Jl la )'l'd in Il \\ay il I la~ nc\e r h('en before. We 111I'<f' nOI 
)el made ('omp le'e p lll n~ for IIIl' nc .... 5Irllc'ure. Ilor Ill\e .. c p:1 
a]lpoi nl('11 ali a rd li lec\. \l'hal \\e hope lO do i. lo IITolide I genera i 
reading.room. a ~e l of 8peciali,ed rellding.room-. and an ul1ibilioo 
room. \\ lIid, "e h a\e ne'ocr had bdore. 

TII;lI II II~ Jl('r llllp. be('1l rallier a d('-ullor~ .nd \\ande ri ng ~or' 
of lalk; bui I " ope Ihal I hlle ~i,en )011 lIome idea of ~ome of .lle 
III ing5 11111 li re happcning in Ihe library \\orld in Bri •• in. 
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